NUMBER XXVIII. 


To be continued every Saturpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Populo Romano ufitata ac prope jam obfolita ex vittoria gaudia effet, ac 
plus parcendo vittis, quam vincendo imperium auxiffe. 


TURDA Y, December 4th. 


To the BRITON. 


HAPPEWED the otherday to call in at a 
noted coffee-houfe in the city, where I found 
a certain perfon furrounded by a croud of po- 
litical pupils, declaming againft thofe prelimi- 
nary articles of the peace, which have been pu- 
blifhed without authority, in fome of the daily 
§ papers ; and he concluded his harrangue with 
this queftion, ‘* If thefe preliminaries are ge- 
« nuine, I fhould be glad to know what we have got in return 

~ for the millions we have fpent, and the blood we have fhed in 

“the courfe of the war?” As no other perfon prefent feemeéd 

able or willing to anfwer this queftion, on the fpot; and as the 

orator threw out this interrogation with an air of triumph, as a 
challenge to the friends of the government, I will venture to take 

| up the glove, and fhew what we have got by the war, fuppofing 
thefe preliminaries to be genuine. 
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In the firft place then, we have accomplithed the original aim 
of the war, which was to afcertain the limits of Nova Scotia, and 
to fecure our North-American colonies, on which the commerce 
of this kingdom, ina great meafure depends, from the encroach- 
ments and depredations of the I’rench in Canada, and their Indian 
allies, That thefe were objects of the utmoft difficulty and im- 
portance, muft be allowed by every man who reflects upon the 
perplexities occafioned between the two nations for above a whole 
century, in their endeavours to adjuit the boundaries of Acadia ; 
who is acquainted with the advantages refulting to Great Britain, 
from her traffic with thefe colonies, which are indeed the main 
pillars of her commerce; and who knows with what indefatigable 
pains, dexterity, and perfeverance, our reftlefs neighbours had 
hemmed them in with a formidable chain of fortifications, thro’ 
an extent of country, reaching above twelve hundred miles, and 
feduced many Indian nations trom their attachment to, and their 
dependance upon Great Britain, 

TueEse great objects are fully accomplifhed. The limits of 
Acadia are now fettled beyond any poflibility of doubt. There is 
no occafion for commiffaries to difpute; there is no room for mi- 
nifters to cavil, equivocate, and mifinterpret. The whole country 
in litigation is folemnly ceded to Great Britain. Their chain of forts 
is deftroyed; their forces are not only repelled, but they are driven 
away beyond the power of returning; and their Indian allies 
now fue to us for protection: yet, thefe are not all the advanta- 
ges we have obtained by the peace. We have gained an immenfe 


‘territory; the whole country of New-France; nota wide extended 
-defart, as it hath been infidioufly reprefented ; but, a country 


fmiling with cultivation, with populeus cities, towns, and planta- 


; tions; watered with mighty navigable rivers, and prodigious lakes 
affording a vaft extent of inland navigation; a-country abounding 


with excellent furs, timber, fifth, and doubtlefs with many other 
valuable productions of the animal, vegetable, and mineral king- 


_doms; acountry extending many thoufand leagues to the North- 


Wett, even to the coats of the Pacific Ocean, comprehending un- 
numbered tribes of favages, who may in time be civilized, and 
employed advantageoufly in behalf of the Britifh Commerce. 
With this country we have gained an acceflion of many thoufand 
induftrious fubjects, by whofe means, thofe favages may be culti- 
vated and civilized, as the Canadians are already intermingled 
with the native Indians, underftand their language, and can con- 
form to their cuftoms. Nothing, therefore, can be more abfurd, 
than to form comparifons of the value of Canada, and the French 
fugar-iflands, upon the prefent revenue derived from both. 

THE poffefiion of Canada fecures our colonies, and, in this par- 


ticular view, is of more confequence to England, than all the 


French 
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French fugar-iflands thrown together. The immediate produce 
of Guadaloupe and Martinique may be five times the value of 
what Canada affords ; but Canada, in point of profit, is a field 
{carce opened. We know the Hudfon’s-Bay company has been 
enriched by the trade, which is confined to one of the moft in- 
hofpitable corners of that great continent. We know from the 
inquiries made by a committee of the houfe of commons, in the 
year 1748, that the company purchafed no more than the refufe 
of the American furs, the beft of which were ingrofled by the 
French dealers of Canada. If then this company has been en- 
riched by the refufe of this trade; what advantages muft flow 
from its being wholly in our poffeflion ? Now, all thefe advanta- 
ges in trade, which may at prefent, or hereafter, be derived from 
the poffeffion of that immentfe country, are additional benefits to 
the accomplifhment of the firft aim of the war, which was to de- 
fend and fecure our colonies in North-America. 

WE have to the Southward enlarged our boundaries as far as the 
Miffiffippi, and fecured a free navigation on this river, to which, 
before this treaty, we never had accefs. Thus our American em- 

ire is bounded on the North and South by two noble rivers, 
above fifteen hundred miles afunder; and ftretches Weftward 
through countries, nations, and languages unknown. With re- 
fpect to the fifhery, we have reftricted our reftlets rivals in fuch 
a manner, that they can never rival us again, except thro’ our 
own floth or want of ceconomy: for, he muft be weak indeed, 
who thinks, the French confined to the inconfiderable rocks of St. 
Peter and Miquelon, will ever be able to cure one fifth part of the 
fifth which they manufactured while they poflefled the ifland of 
Cape Breton, andthe coafts of the gulph of St. Lawrence, from 
whence they are now expelled. _ | 

WE have gained the three (formerly neutral) iflands of Tobago 
St. Vincent ,and Dominica, which, tho’ affectedly under-valued at 
this juncture, by the partifans of faction, have been deemed of 
fuch confequence, that attempts to fettle them have excited jea- 
loufies, produced negotidffons and remonftrances, and had very 
near kindled war between the two nations, even in our own re- 
membrance. So lately as the year 1748, information having 
been received, that the French intended to fettle thefe neutral 
iflands, the nation took the alarm, and it was deemed fuch a par- 
liamentary concern, that a motion was made in the houfe of 
commions to addrefs the King, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give directions for laying before the houfe copies of the inftruc- 
tions given to the governor of Barbadoes, for ten years paft, fo 
far as they related to thefe neutral iflands. Nor isthis alarm to be 
wondered at, if we confider that they are naturally fertile, well 


fupplied with wood and water; fo capable of cultivation, that in 
a little 
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a little time, their produce might exceed in value that of all our 
fugar-iflands, Jamaica and Barbadoes excepted; and fo inter- 
mingled with the French iflands, as to be effectual checks upen 
their enterprifing inhabitants. We have moreover gained the 
large and fruitful ifland of Grenada, already fettled and fortified | 
to our hands, adorned with beautiful fugar-plantations, and af- 
ording one of the beft harbours in the Wefi-Indies. 

We have gained the important fettlement of Senegal in Africa, 
which leaves us in pofleffion of the gum-trade, and mafters of one 
of the fineft rivers in the world; an acquilition which was magni- 
ticd with all the pomp of hyperbole among the atchievements of 
Mr. P—’s miniftry; but now fhrunk and diminithed, as beheld 
thro’ the medium of party and prejudice. We have obliged the 
French to evacuate Oftend and Nieuport, to demolith the fortifica- 
tions of Dunkirk, to deliver Cleves to the King of Pruffia, io re- 
nounce their claim to the reftitution of the prizes taken from their 
fubjects before the declaration of war; and to withdraw their ar- 
mics from Germany, by which fingle article, Great Britain faves 
above fix millions annually. We lay them under fuch reftric- 
tions in their trade to the river Ganges in the Eaft-Indies, as mutt 
leave them always at the mercy of our company’s officers in that 
part of the world; and we have retrieved the ifland of Minorca, 
concerning the importance of which, fo many pamphlets, papers, 
and prints, were written and publifhed immediately after it fell 
into the hands of the enemy, tho’ the enemies of the government, 
including many of thofe very encomia{ts, have now the effrontery 
to talk of it as a matter of little or no confequence to this nation. 

Sucn are the benefits acquired by our war with France: now, 
let us fee what we have got by our hoftilities with Spain, in the 
courfe of one year. We have taken great part of their navy, with 


. aconfiderable treafere in bullion, We have got the whole country 


of Florida, including the towns and fortifications of St. Matheo and 
St. Auguftin, extending from the confines of Georgia to the mouth 
of the Miffiffippi, a country valuable from its own natural fertility ; 
but more valuable as it rounds off th@§dominions of Great Britain 
in that continent, fhutting, as it were, the back-door into her 
colonies, and renders us, in a great meafure, mafters of the Gulph 
of Florida, thro’ which all the Spanith plate-fleet pafles from the 
Havanna homeward-bound. We have at Jaft obtained the long 
difputed privilege of cutting logwogd in the Bay of Honduras, 
and of failing without fearch in the &as of America, which have 
heen, for above a century, the great, and indeed the oniy objec- 
tion to a perfect reconciliation between the Kings of England and 
Spain; and we have obliged his Catholic Majetty to relinquith his 
old claim of fifhing on. the banks of Newfoundland. But, what 
is of more immediate confequence than all thefe, we have re- 
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trieved our trade with Portugal, which was loft by the Spanith 
war, a trade which 1s fuppofed to bring in a clear annual ballance 
of one million fterling to Great Britain. We have retrieved our 
trade with Spain herfelf, which, tho’ not an object of fuch con- 
fequence as it formerly was, muft be owned is flill very conti- 
derable. We have difengaged ourfelves in the moft honourable 
manner from our fatal G —n connections, fo that we fhall be 
enabled to maintain any future war on Britifh principles only, and 
at half the expence which this hath occafioned. We have put a 
ftop to bloodfhed and depopulation; to the accumulation of the 
public debt, and the augmentation of grievous taxes, big with 
bankruptcy and ruin; from the brink of which we are {natched 
by this feafonable peace. 

Every lover of his country, who fairly and candidly confiders 
thefe circumftances; who reflects, that he and his fellow-crea- 
tures are preffed with a public debt of one hundred and thirty-fix 
millions, one third of the intereft of which is paid to foreigners: 
that every convenience, and even neceflary of life, is already load- 
ed with fevere impofitions, to defray the intereft of this enormous 
fum: that, during every year of the war, this nation raifed above 
two and twenty millions, a fum, (I fully believe) exceeding the 
revenues of all the Kings of Europe, great part of which was 
added to the public burden: that if the war had continued, we 
fhould have had two powerful nations to cope with, though our 
debts were increafed, and two of our refources ftopt in the lofs of 
our trade to Portugal and Spain; I fay, if he will reflec ferioufly 
and candidly on thefe particulars, and then weigh the advantages 
we have gained, he will own that peace was abfolutely necefflary, 
for the prefervation of our public credit, which had been ftretch- 
ed even to burfting ; that the peace we have made is falutary, de- 
finitive, and promifes to be permanent, as founded on the two 
rocks of precifion and good faith; that the treaty is in all refpects 
glorious for England, and more advantageous ref{pecting her com- 
mercial interefts, than any fhe hath fubfcribed, fince her being 
firft numbered among the kingdoms of Chriftendom. 

Movep by this conviction, he will do juftice to thofe who have 
laboured fo effeCtually in the caufe of his country. He will take 
it for granted, that they have exerted their beft endeavours to 
procure national advantages adequate to the fuccefs of our arms; 
and that they have retained all the conquefts which they thought 
it was the intereft of the kingdom to poflefs; or at leaft, all of 
them which our enemies would relinquith, without profeciting 
‘the war, which it would have been impof_lible for us to maintain, 
without the moft imminent rifk of bankruptcy and ruin. He will 
think it his duty to pluck the mafk of patriotifm from the front 
of faction; to undeceive the well-meaning among his fellow-citi- 


zens, who are mifled by prejudice, and exafperated by fedition; 
| to 
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~ to foothe the minds which have been irritated by calumny and 


mifreprefentation, and to the utmoft of his power and influence, 
difpofe the people to enjoy the bleffings that are brought within 
their reach. 

Anp here I cannot help freely telling you, Sir, that you your- 
felf have fometimes loft your temper, in the courfe of that political 


altercation in which you are engaged, and dropped fome expref- 


fions of afperity againft certain individuals, and even communities, 
which had been much better omitted. Neverthelefs, as you 
have honeftly adhered to the laudable aims of defending inno- 
cence, and afferting truth, in oppofition to malice and abufive 
clamour, I think you are entitled to the thanks and approbation 
of, 


STIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


CURTGO. 


( To be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King's- Arms, in 
Where may be had. the preceding Numbers. ref 2 
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